Yo Tints: 


A World of Fun ona String for Children of All Ages 


Duncan Withdraws 
Controversial Ad 


After three weeks of protest and 
apparent loss of sales, Duncan Toys 
Co. president Jason Sauey announced 
that Duncan would no longer run its 
controversial “finger® commercials, 
which had run on wrestling shows and 
the NTV cable channel. 

The TY ad series featured yo-yo 
pro Steve Brown and used a play on 
words as its theme, “Give us the 
finger. We'll give you the power.* 

The 30-second ad opened with a few 
scenes of several mature-looking guys 
extending their middle fingers so that 
they point directly at the camera 
(horizontally, not in the obscene, 
backhanded vertical way). 

The next scene showed a yo-yo 
string being fastened onto a middle 
finger. Then, the commercial showed 
Steve Brown zipping through several 
cool yo-yo maneuvers. The ad 
concluded with graphics of the yo-yos 
in Duncan’s new Hardcore line. 

The ad’s opening line (‘Give us 
the finger’) stirred passionate 
reactions among yo-yoers and non-yoers 
alike. 


Duncan was reportedly trying to\” 


gain greater market share among the 
Generation X crowd, 

"The ‘finger’ ads generated 
sales,” marketing and promotions 
coordinator Andrew Arvesen said. 

"They definitely generated sales, And 
a little controversy as well....We 
only ran it during wrestling matches 
and on MTV....We were careful to run 
the commercial only on programs that 
were aimed at an audience of young 
adults and grown-ups rather than the 
younger kids. We take our 
responsibility to kids very seriously, 
and that’s why we're involved with the 
science demonstration programs and 
expose kids to positive role models.” 


"We were only running the ad for 
a certain period of time in the fall.” 
When that predetermined period ended, 
Duncan withdrew the ad. The 
withdrawal had nothing to do with the 
pressure from protestors, Andrew said. 

Look for new ads to begin in the 
fall and spring. 

After being shown a video of the 
commercial, Toys R Vs executive Warren 
Kornblum immediately discontinued live 
yo-yo demonstrations at his stores and 
discontinued sales of Duncan Yo-yos at 
all 1,500 Toys R Us Stores. 

Kornblum said the 1,500 Toys R Us 
stores promote good family values and 
would not want customers to associate 
the advertisement with his company, 

Toys R Us would not “in any way, 
shape or form endorse that kind of 
approach to the young people of this 
country, said Kornblum. 

The ad raised both eyebrows and 
protests from many quarters, the major 
attack coming from the American Fanily 
Association (AFA), which stated in an 
“action Alert’ dated Nov. 8: 

"In a pre-Christmas advertising 
blitz designed to introduce its new 
"Hard-core Series’ of yo-yos, Duncan 
began airing a television commercial 
that bounces from one rebellious 
personality to the next,... each 
floating the crude gesture of social 
disrespect into the camera....° 

Flambeau president Jason Sauey 
initially stated his support for AFA’s 
goals, but refused to withdraw the 
commercials. 

“We recognize (that teenagers] of 
every generation have a certain 
rebellious nature.... Along this train 
of thought, we would like to encourage 
these same individuals to do something 
more constructive with their middle 
finger other than to raise it straight 
up in a youthful and vulgar act of 
defiance.... 

"You may be surprised to know the 
number of people we encounter who do 
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not know that the middle finger is the 
finger they should use to play the 
yo-yo and instead place the string on 
their index finger. (American Fanily 
Association , Dr. Donald E. Wildmon, 
President, Tim Wildmon, Yice 
President, P.0. Drawer 2440, Tupelo, 
MS 38803, 601-844-5036, www.afr.net; 
Flambeau Products Corp., Duncan Toys 
Division, 15981 Valplast Road, P.0. 
Box 97, Middlefield, OH 44062, 
800-356-8398 (Flambeau Corp.), Ph 
800-232-3474, Fax 440-632-1581, 
E-mail: infoéyo-yo.con) 


Welcome, Yo-Yo World 


by Stuart Crump, editor, YYT 

When I learned that the new 
magazine Yo-Yo World was folding, I 
offered to take over its circulation 
list. It seemed to be a good way to 
add to our subscriber database and to 
help ease the withdrawal symptoms of 
no longer having a new yo-yo magazine 
to look forward to in your mailbox. 

H&S Media, the publisher of YYW, 
agreed to share its mailing list with 
us and even agreed to a small 
compensation to help me with the 
expenses involved, 

One possible problem could be 
that YYW was $24/yr, and YYT is 
$12/year. Anyone who feels shorted 
should write to YY# and politely 
request a refund. 1 think they will 
give it to you. 

I will still send you the issues 
of YYT. H&S Media are honorable 
people. Yes, they like to make money 
(who doesn’t!?), but they believe in 
doing it by servicing needs. 
Sometimes they guess right (e.g., 
their Bean 82g Worid magazine is 
BOOMING! ) 

Sometimes they miscalculate 
(e.g., YYW came out just as the 
current yo-yo craze was ending). 
they gave it a try and I think 
produced a marvelous magazine. I'm 


happy to have been a part of it. I 
only wish it could have lasted longer. 


It was a lot of work, but hard 
work keeps me going. 

I invite comments from our 
readers about their experiences with 
the magazine--what you liked about it, ‘ 
what you didn’t like, ideas to make it 
better, ideas of things I could do in 
the newsletter, etc., etc. Thank YO! 


Is the "Boom" Over? 


You don’t have to study statistics 
and be a marketing genius to know that 
the past couple of years have been 
boom times for the yo-yo. Some 
observers report that more yo-yos were 
sold during that period than in any of 
the yo-yo fads in previous years. 

But, alas, even the biggest fads 
eventually ebb, only to be replaced by 
the next fad. In this case, it 
appears to be Pokemon. 

Yo-yos, however, are different 
from Pokemon. In another five or 
seven years or so, yo-yos will once 
again be a fad, but Pokemon will be 
long forgotten, as will Beanie Babies, 
POGs, Magic cards and PopRocks of 
recent fame, 

For one thing, in previous boom 
periods for the yo-yo, there was (for 
all practical purposes) only one 
manufacturer of yo-yos, namely, 
Duncan. 

Today there are (the last time I 
counted) more than 50 manufacturers 
selling in the U.S. With the end of 
the boom, a few of these yo-yo makers 
may drop out of the picture, but that 
will still leave 2 or 3 dozen makers 
who will continue to promote their 
wares, 

Several of them have assembled 
teams of yo-yo professionals who are 
regularly promoting the yo-yo. The 
teams teach kids, who in turn teach 
Other kids. The result is that kids 
continue to play with their yo-yos, 
even without the hype of a fad. 

Also, some of the biggest yo-yo 
makers--notably Duncan and Yomega-- 
have advertised their wares on the 
tube with way cool ads. 

The A&E Network recently 
proclaimed the yo-yo as the “toy of 
the century." 

Fads come and go, but a hardcore 
group of “addicts” keep the "fad" 


alive. For example, in the mid-1970s, 
tennis went through an enormous period 


of popularity. Everywhere you looked 
you saw new tennis courts, tennis 
dresses and shorts in the supermarket, 
and tennis matches and championships 
plastered all over the TY. 

Then suddenly the tennis boom was 
over. 

Yet look around, and you'll notice 
that lots of people still play tennis. 
It’s no longer a fad, but there are 
several magazines for players and the 
industry, the championships are still 
broadcast widely, and people who love 
to play tennis, play tennis, and they 
don’t give a hoot that tennis is no 
longer the “in” sport. 

So it is with the yo-yo. 
toy stores began to offer huge 
discounts on the yo-yos in their 
stock. Yo-yo-men and -women noticed a 
drop-off in their calls for 
appearances. You no longer see 
children yoing on school playgrounds. 

The fad may have passed, but that 
didn't stop the International 
Championship (July in Niagara Falls, 
N.Y.), the World Championship (August 
in Honolulu, Hi.) and the Nationals 
{October in Chico, Calif.) from 
drawing record numbers of attendees 
and participants. 

One thing seems certain: Even if 
the boom is over for now, the hobby 
has never seen better times than those 
we are going through right now. 

Yoing is forever! --§,C. 


Yo-Yo Times is Online! 


www. yoyotimes.com is up and 
running! We have a stage name 
submission site, a link submission 
site, a club submission site and a 
contest submission site. Please sign 
up for our FREE Online Yo-Yo Times 
News Hotline! 

There is a Sign-up box on our 
front page. It’s courtesy of ListBot. 
Just enter your e-mail into the box, 
click on “submit,” read your e-mail, 
and reply to the e-mail that ListBot 
generates. 

Then, every Friday, you'll get an 
issue of Yo-Yo Times Online News 
Hotline (YOL). 


Large 
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Bandalore Newsletter 


"The new issue of Bandalore is 
all printed up, mostly collated (I 
don’t like to collate} and available 
for a long SASE," writes editor Chet 
Cox. "This was to be, and still may 
be, a newsletter for a newly formed 
Yo-Yo Enthusiasts Society (YES),* Chet 
said, "which hopes to mend fences and 
find new ways of competing without 
conflict.” To subscribe, send your 
SASE (self-addressed stamped) to Chet 
Cox at 523 Green Ad., Bloomington, IN 
47403, His e-mail address is 
Chet-EL@juno.com 


UK Yo-Times Debuts 


The UX Yo-Times newsletter is now 
available on-line (only) at 
http://www. arshad50. freeserve.co.uk/uk 
yotimes/HTML/Intro/indexen. html, The 
editor is Jazzman {Jazz} Arshad (e- 
mail address jazz52@hotmail.com} The 
on-line newsletter will cover the yo- 
yo scene in the United Kingdom. 

(NOTE: Despite the similar sounding 
name, UK Yo-Times is not connected 
with Yo-Yo Times.) 


New Long-Spin Record 


SuperYo reports that Matt Owen 
has achieved a sleep time of 12 
minutes, 2 seconds with a Samurai, its 
new aluminum yo-yo, which retails for 
about $200. (SuperYo LLC, P.0. Box 
1707, Bothell, WA 98041, 
www. superyo.com, 206-672-7469, 1-877- 
SUPERYO, 760-944-9163) 


Are Tops the Next Fad? 


Somebody at Toy Fair told us that 
tops often become popular following a 
yo-yo fad, and several yo-yo companies 
are showing or introducing tops in 
anticipation of “the next fad." 

Most of the tops we saw at the 
show were of the standard type--top 
and string. 

One new top that caught our eye 
was The YaYa, introduced by Outhere 
Toys, 20301 Seabrook Dr., Montgomery 
Village, MD 20886, 301-947-4000, 
sales@outheretoys, outheretoys.com, 
theyaya.com. “The YaYa is an old toy 
{the top] with a new spin,” said Rob 
Thate, president, 


The YaYa looks tery much like a 
standard top, but the thing that makes 


the YaYa different is the fact that 
the string stays attached to the top’s 
ballbearing “FlyWing(tm)* following 
the throw. This feature increases the 
number of tricks possible, and also 
keeps the top from scampering away 
from the thrower, which often happens 
to beginners. The tips on both ends 
of the top are made of durable nylon 
and are spherical rather than sharp, 
so they will not mar the floor when 
spun. 

It will retail for $11.99, with 
shipments slated to begin in June. 
Order through the company’s web site 
outheretoys.com 

A number of other yo-yo companies 
also introduced new spin tops. See 
them listed below. 


TOP Magazine On-Line 


The new "TOPS" magazine is 
looking for a few writers and 
contributors. “It will be an online 
magazine with everything you could 
want to know about tops,” John 
Hornbeck reports. 

The on-line ‘zine does not yet 
have a name. 

If you are interested, e-mail 
John at yoyoguy69@hotmai].com 


Free Copy “Yo-Yo World” 


We still have a few copies left of 
issues #1 and #2 of Yo-Yo Horld 
magazine. While supplies last, 
subscribers to Yo-Yo Times, can get a 
free copy of either or both issues. 
(NOTE: Issue #3 is NOT available.) 

To obtain your free copy, send a 
self-addressed, stamped 9x12-inch 
manilla envelope to Yo-Yo Wor/d sample 
issue, c/o Yo-Yo Times, P.0. Box 1519, 
Herndon, VA 20172. 

For ONE copy of either issue #1 or 
#2, attach $1.13 for postage in the 
U.S.; $2.42 for postage to Canada; 
$2.81 for Mexico; $3.97 for other 
foreign countries. IMPORTANT: If you 
send International Reply Coupons 
(IRCs), you will need SEVERAL ICs; 
one is not enough. Ask for details at 
your local post office. No foreign 
checks or money orders, please. If 
you prefer, you may use your credit 
card (VISA or MasterCard). 


If you'd like BOTH magazines, in 
the U.S. we suggest you send a 


PRIORITY MAIL ENVELOPE (which you can 
get at the post office} (size about 
12x15 inches) with $3.20 postage 
attached, and with your name and 
address in the appropriate place, and 
we'll send you BOTH issues. 


The U.K. National Yo-Yo 
Championships, 1999 


by Martin "Yo-yo Monster” Burton 
nartin@yoyomonster. freeserve.co.uk 

Several months ago plans were put 
in place for a group of us Northern 
British yo-yoers to get together for 
the long trip down to Exeter in Devon 
(Exeter is a small market town very 
close to the South coast of England) 
to visit the UK National Yo-Yo 
Championships, on Saturday, November 
ifs 

We decided to travel down on the 
6th and return on the 8th (it’s a 550- 
mile-plus round trip). 

I was one of the 1998 judges, and 
T was asked to do the job again. Also 
travelling down were Rob (Church of 
YO} Bell and his wife Belinda and also 
Jazz Arshad (who started the UK Yo-yo 
Registry and was the 1998 Intermediate 
Division Champion). 

I'm from York and Jazz is living 
in Manchester, so we arranged to meet 
Rob at Leeds Station (Rob's from 
Wakefield), as it was the most central 
point for us all. 

I arrived at Leeds early, so I 
availed myself of the culinary 
delights of the local McDonalds, then 
wandered outside to wait, Jazz was 
already there, so we talked until Rob 
arrived, and then we set off. 


Talked Yo-Yos 

We talked yo-yos for most of the 
way down, leaving Belinda with nothing 
to do but read the papers and look 
longingly out of the window (Sorry, 
Belinda}. 

The first real culture shock of 
the day came when we stopped for a 
break and started yo-yoing in the 
Motorway Service Area. Many bemused 
looks came our way, but we were 
already immersed in the State of YO! 

We arrived in Exeter at about 5pm 
and promptly got lost. We rolled up 
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at Airtime (the local yo-yo pro-store) 
to say Hi to Richie (“Splitting the 
Aton") Windsor and to find out where 
our hotel was. Richie and his wife, 
Jackie, were the people who took on 
the huge task of setting up the 1999 
Championships. 

Rob dropped Jazz and me off at 
the hotel and then went off to find 
somewhere for him and Belinda to stay. 
Jazz and I checked in and went to our 
room (8-bedded dorm type). 

We found, to our delight, that we 
were sharing with three more yo-ers - 
Duncan Hoyle from Newcastle, Hardee 
from Birmingham and Sam from 
Leicester. 

There wasn’t much space in the 
room but we all managed to try some 
yo-yoing and show off our ’working 
kit’. I immediately fell in love with 
the handQuake, and by the end of the 
weekend I'd added one to my 600-strong 
yo-yo collection. 

After chilling for an hour or so 
we went off toa local bowling alley 
to meet up with everyone else who'd 
arrived a day early. 


Entertaining 

While we were waiting outside the 
hotel for our lift, Jazz was throwing 
a few tricks. He threw an “Around the 
World"--and his string snapped, 
launching the yo-yo very high into the 
air, The look on his face was conical 
as he spun around, trying to spot his 
yo-yo, which was actually still 
several meters over his head. The 
yo-yo (a Turbo Bumblebee) came down in 
the road and shed its inserts and 
weight rings. Three cars cane up the 
road and NOT ONE hit the errant toy. 
After a few darts into the road we 
managed to find al] the bits and 
reassemble the yo-yo, which was none 
the worse for its experience. 

We arrived at the bowling alley 
to find quite a few of the entrants 
and visitors already there. Most of 
us started throwing tricks and talking 
yo-yo. This was the most popular 
topic of the weekend (not 
surprisingly). 

We tried to book some time on the 
lanes but the alley was fully booked. 
Just then an officious little member 
of the staff came over and told us to 
stop yo-yoing. As the only reason for 
being there was to socialize and 


yo-yo, we decided to leave. Some 
people called it a day, but the hard 


core crew went off to Richie's house 
where we admired his large collection 
of yo-yos, watched yo-yo videos and 
ate the biggest pizza I’ve ever seen. 

Late in the evening we turned in. 
It was going to be a big day on 
Sunday. After we got back to the 
hotel we did a little more yo-yo play, 
then turned in, all except for Jazz 
and Hardee, who decided to go for a 
walk. 


Sunday -- the Big Day 

I had promised to go down to the 
hall early on Sunday morning to help 
set up the place. Sam decided to 
come with me, so we walked into town 
to grab some breakfast and replenish 
the money supply. Before we left we 
realized that Jazz and Hardee's beds 
had not been slept in. We were just 
going into McDonalds for breakfast 
when Jazz and Hardee appeared, 
strolling up the High Street. They 
had walked and talked all night! We 
left them, ate and got a taxi out to 
the sports center. 

Things were well in hand when we 
arrived. I helped put the stage up, 
along with a few other players, whilst 
Jackie got her stall ready and Richie 
chased around sorting out last minute 
problems. 

The doors opened at 10 a.m., and 
from then until the competition 
started at about 11 a.m., trading was 
brisk. A steady flow of people 
registered for the competition. 

W.C. Winston Badass (Matt 
Woodruffe) was our compeer. He 
arrived early and set up the PA 
system. A couple of the people who 
were supposed to judge didn’t appear, 
so the task fell to Richie, Johnny 
Disco (one of the 1999 finalists and 
former THP UK member) and me. 

The Championships started just 
after 11 a.m. We called up groups of 
three people from each division in 
turn, to keep everyone on their toes. 
The standard was very high, although 
in the end no one scored a maximum in 
the compulsory tricks. We had a 
couple of breaks to give the judges a 
rest and a chance to eat. 

Trading Collectibles 

During these breaks I was 

delighted to find that quite a few 


people had collectable yo-yos to 
trade. This was the first time at a 


British competition that I had seen 
this happen. The trading was done 
informally around the hall and this 
worked, but for future events I hope a 
trading area will be set up, so that 
we don’t miss anything. 

After lunch we held the loop-offs 
to decide the final positions in the 
compulsory section--one-handed loops 
for the Novice and Championship 
{Advanced} divisions and two-handed 
for the Masters. The standard of 
looping has certainly risen a long way 
since last year. 

After the loop-offs came the main 
event. The first of the freestyle 
performers came up on stage. This 
part of the contest was brilliant, 
with several players using freehand 
techniques, some of the best 
two-handed play I’ve ever seen and 
some kicking string tricks. The 
choice of music was varied and 
interesting, and in the main the 
presentations were done well. 

The players are starting to use 
more of the stage. Fewer contestants 
stood flat-footed and looking worried. 
Most of this year’s finalists appeared 
to be enjoying themselves, and this 
showed in the performance marks. 


Favorites 

My particular favorites (in no 
particular order) were Craig Squires, 
with his fast and furious two-handed 
work, along with Sho Mik Ami for the 
game reason. Also Kevin Rowlands, and 
last year’s champion James Appleby 
with his freehand display. Nasser 
Gendouzi was as good as ever. Anthony 


Lati, who just loves being on stage, 


brings the audience into his 
performance. He's a great character. 

The freestyle performances were 
over too soon, and we judges went off 
to work out the final results. Not an 
easy job because the standard was 
really high. 

The first-place winners in each 
division were: Novice, Chris Homer: 
Championship (advanced), Hardee 
Ruprai; Masters, Andrew Wright; 
Freestyle, Craig Squires; Overall 
{combined Masters and Freestyle), 
Craig Squires. (The complete list of 
results appears on the YYT web site. 
Go to YoYoTimes.com.) 
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This means that the new UK Yo-yo 
Champion is Craig Squires. 


Two of the York Spinners, my own 
Tricknology group, made the journey 
down to Exeter. Henry Gorman, in the 
Wasters division, and Sean Bailey, who 
placed third in the Novice division. 


Setting Up Chal lenge 


by Antai Young, Lakewood Video 

In the process of setting up our 
yo-yo challenge at Sycamore Plaza in 
Lakewood, Calif., I had the privilege 
of having lunch with the Mayor and 
some pretty powerful city officials as 
well as the Sheriff tee Baca! 

It’s amazing who I’ve come in 
contact with to get yo-yoing 
recognized. Just today, the manager 
of Sycamore Plaza told me it was my 
lucky day since time is running out, 
and the place hasn't been reserved, 
that he would let us use the facility 
and its catering service but since I’m 
not having it catered by them, he 
would only charge me half of what he 
normally charges. 

I actually had to tell him that 
the contest is free and I am paying 
for the facility with my own money, 
and he really thought twice about the 
price and gave me a good deal! That's 
why the contest was held indoors, with 
bathroom facilities are right outside 
the roon, 

We have a team called Team 
Lakewood, and when we do 
demonstrations, we are the Lakewood 
Pro-Spinners! (For information on the 
team, go to ww, goldenapplecomics.com. 
Antai Young, Lakewood Video, 6104 
Bellflower Blyd., Lakewood, CA 90713, 
yoantia@earthlink.net) 


Report from Africa 


by James W. Heatherly 
wry. tya.de 

This past year was an exiting 
one, as I traveled to Kenya, Africa on 
a four-month missions trip. 

Since one of our goals was to 
help children, both the 
homeless and less fortunate, Micah 
Tillett {age 10} and I carried 280 
yo-yos with us in an attempt to bring 
yoing to Kenya, as well as the Gospel 
of our Lord and Savior. 

We would demonstrate the yo-yo 


and integrate the Gospel into our 
demos! 


There were many times that we 
would have as many as 30 to 60 
children just watching us practice! 

The yo-yos were donated to us 
through Bill Mahan 
(wnajr@lex.infi.net}, who is the 
president of the Bluegrass yo-yo club 
here in Lexington, Ky. 

We were also given a very 
charitable donation of 1000 yo-yo 
Strings by the president of 
Supersling, makers of top quality 
yo-yo strings 
(william@supersling.com). 

Their generous donations, 
combined with members of the Team 
Yo-Yo Maniacs (www.tym.de), helped us 
bring smiles to a lot of little faces, 
both in Naivasha and Nairobi, Kenya. 

Most of the boys and girls had 
never seen a yo-yo before, so we kept 
our tricks as simple as possible. 

But little kids are quick 
learners, and by the time we were 
through with the demos and ready to 
move on, they had already gotten the 
hang of the “Throw Down” and “Rock the 
Cradle"! 

We gave away almost 100 yo-yos 
before I left, and the remaining 
yo-yos were left to my trusty 
companion Micah to continue where we 
left off. 


Be a Maniac! 


You can e-mail Micah Tillett at 
ctillettéjophy.africaonline.com for 
the scoop on what’s going on there 
now! 


I NEED YOUR HELP! 


by Stuart Cruap, editor, YYT 

About a year ago, Publishers 
International published my 
book, Ye-Yos: 45 Tricks and Tips 
{Publications International Ltd., 
Lincolnwood, Ill., June 1999}. 

In recent months I have received 
two letters from people who 
purchased a package consisting of the 
book and three yo-yos. 

Both letters complained that the 
yo-yos were no good, and both 
writers thought I might have had 
something to do with the package 


(1 hadn't). ; 
I am trying to find out as much 


information about this packaging of my 
book and the yo-yos as I can. 

Can anyone out there help me out? 

I’m trying to find out answers to 
questions such as: What type of yo- 
yos are they? What brand? How much 
did they cost? Who made them? 

One of the writers explained that 
his wife said the promotion of the 
books and yo-yos was a fund raiser for 
the PTA. 


Professionally Done 

"The package was very 
professionally done, which would lead 
someone to think they had done all of 
the required things and gotten all of 
the permissions necessary to put 
together such a package,” this writer 
said in his follow-up letter. 

He added that “the only other 
markings on the yo-yos are the words, 
"Made in China.’..,0n the copyright 
page of the book, it says 
"Manufactured in Taiwan, ’* 

The second writer added a little 
more information. “It is a yellow 
book with 48 pages. (NOTE: The 
original book contained 96 pages, so 
it appears that someone may have 
condensed it and republished 
it.})...The yo-yos were a glittering 
yo-yo, a Champion worldwide yo-yo and 
a Cyberyo-yo. 

"These yo-yos and book came in a 
yellow box, kind of like a "yo-yo for 
dummies’ thing. I threw the box away, 
$0 don’t know the price or where it 
came from. I think it sold for $25 or 
$30," he wrote. “I asked my wife 
where she got the kit, and she said it 
was something they were selling at her 
work to raise money,” he said. 


I Reed Your Help! And a Reward 

If you can add anything to this 
saga, 1'd like to hear it, 

As an incentive, I will give a 
free, autographed copy of the 
original book to the first three of 
you who provide me with 
information that will lead me back to 
the source of this book and 
yo-yos package. 

Please e-mail me at 
yo-yotime@aol.com Thank YO! 
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BRIEFS 


@ We've been told that there is 
yo-yoing in the new release “Fantasia 
2000," which is being shown at IMAX 
theaters. Check your local IMAX 
theater (if you have one} for details. 

® Harvey Lowe is featured in an 
article on CBC’s The Link Website. 

The details: Go to the URL at 
wew.vancouver.cbc.ca/thelink; then 
enter the User ID: citizen; password: 
cbelink. Upon opening, go to the left 
hand side (LINK) and click on the 
faces. Harvey was the 1932 World 
Champion. 

@ Yowega Corp. has been RANKED 
FIRST by the American Specialty Toy 
Retail Association aS the manufacturer 
of the best-selling toys for three 
consecutive months. Yomega’s new 
television commercial began airing on 
the Nickelodeon, Fox and Cartoon 
networks on Sept. 5. 

@ The SoCoOL Just Say Yo! 
Newsletter is available at web site 
$0cool.com/yo~-yo/messages/135. html. 
The editor’s e-mail address is 
$0c00]bobésocool.com. 

@ Have you seen the TY commercial 
for the Volkswagen Jetta in which the 
car is driven through what appears to 
be New Orleans? Among the many 
different fascinating sights the 
driver sees as the car passes through 
the French Quarter is a quick view of 
a kid playing with his yo-yo. Kind of 
makes you want to buy a VW. 

@ Dennis & Carol McBride's new 
website (www. yoyomaster.com} is up and 
running. “Several of the pages are 
still under construction, but the 
information and ordering process for 
both our video series is complete," 
they report. Eventually we'll be 
posting quite a variety of pictures 
and other items of interest from 
Dennis’ childhood yo-yo activities 
(ancient history to some of yout). 
We'll also have a section devoted to 
our ‘Dare to Dream’ school assembly 
program, as well as a Christian 
ministries section for those who would 
like access to our ministry resume and 
Bible study materials.” They invited 
any comments or suggestions for 
improving the site. They are also 
looking for other sites to link to. 
Free Yomega Firestorm Yo-Yo with every 
video purchased while supplies last. 


VIDEOS, TAPES & CDS 
"Walkin’ the Dog" 


A new kid's CD, "K.I.D." features 
the song, "Walkin’ The Dog,” “a 
rocked-out kids tune about the 
greatest yo-yo tricks," in addition to 
nine other original rock songs for 
kids and families. 

"AS we have prepared for the 
recording and release of K.1.0., we 
have performed “Walkin’ The Dog” in 
concert with fabulous response, even 
requests for yo-yos with our name on 
it!’ Celeste Friedman and Craig 
Goodwin (the performers) said. 

The CD is scheduled for release 
by April 15. To place your advance 
order, send a check or money order for 
$15.00 plus $1.50 for shipping and 
handling to K.1.D., Celeste and Craig, 
{253 Wimbeldon Blvd., Columbus, Ohio 
43228, Thel6Crayons. freeservers.com 


LETTERS 


We welcome your letters to the 
editor, articles, new tricks, tips, 
etc. Please include your phone number, 
e-mail address, as well as your 
mailing address so we can send you a 
copy of the newsletter. E-mail your 
letters to yoyotimeé@ao|.com 


Please Help! 


I have been yo-yoing for about 10 
months, and I’m getting pretty good. 

My favorite trick is the "Atomic 
Bomb. 

I have been wondering about two- 
handed yo-yoing, and I wanted to know 
the best yo-yo that I can get for two- 
handed tricks, such as “Loops. * 

I was also wondering what kind of 
yo-yo would be good for me for regular 
yo-yo play? I like’em to sleep long, 
but also do awesome tricks. I don’t 
really want to spend over $50 but I 
will if I have to! 

If you could help me that would be 
great. Thanks. 
wizardyol0 @aol.com 
[WIZ-- You ask a toughy. We're not 
sure who knows the answer. All we can 
do is tell you which yos we've had the 
best success with for looping (either 
hand). In no particular order, they 
are: 


[Playmaxx ProYo II, Spintastics 
Technic, any one-piece standard-design 


BC/What’s Next model, Tom Kuhn 3-in-1 
No Jive (available from BC/What’s 
Next) and quite a few others. (Check 
with our advertisers. } 

{The important thing is that these 
are fixed-axle, classic or 
flywheel-style normal design (not 
butterfly designs, which don’t loop 
well). The members of THP and Yonega 
somehow have figured out how to loop a 
ballbearing Yomega Raider, but we've 
never had much success with it. 
Contact Yomega directly for details on 
how they do it. We don’t think their 
method ig a guarded secret. Ask them 
for help. 

{We assume you have contacted 
others. What are they telling you? 
Waybe we could learn how to do two- 
handed loops better ourselves. We're 
not real good at it. Our personal 
record is about 200 loops one-handed, 
and about 20 with two hands. 

{Unfortunately, no one yo-yo is 
"the best’ for both loops and string 
tricks. You don't have to spend $50 
to get a good yo-yo. Yo-yos are 
inexpensive. We advise beginning 
yoers to look for a brand name in the 
$7 to $12 range. Buy several models 
from different manufacturers and 
decide for yourself which you prefer. 
There are at least 50 manufacturers in 
the business today. Quite a far cry 
from the old days when Duncan was the 
only major brand. ] 


Chinese Yo-Yo 


I am looking for a * Chinese 
yo-yo." I don’t know if the name is 
correct, but it operates like a yo-yo 
balanced and manipulated on a string 
between two connected sticks. One 
stick in each hand moving up and down, 
sometimes thrown up into the air. 

Do you know the name and where I 
can purchase one? 

Mphstulu 

{no other information presented) 

[The "Chinese yo-yo" is also called a 
“diablo.” They’re available at many 
juggling supply companies. One that 
advertises regularly in Yo-Yo Times is 
Infinite Illusions. You can reach 
them at Wrw.yoyoguy.com Also, several 
yo-yo companies make them or toys 
similar to them. Try Spintastics 
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Skill Toys Inc., 
Spintastic@spintastics.com. There may 


be others.] 


Not Just a Child’s Toy 


I have been yo-yoing seriously 
since last December. I can do 
advanced string tricks and master- 
level loop tricks. Now that f am 16 
years old, I am always getting hassled 
for playing with a “child’s toy.” 

But for me, it is too late to 
quit. I’m hooked! 

How can 1 show people that a yo-yo 
is not just a toy for kids anymore? 
And that it is a fun and challenging 
hobby for people of all ages? 

David Hennessy 

231 E. Woodlawn Rd. 

New Lenox, IL 60451 

(DAVID: I know what you mean. I was 
walking down the street recently, 
doing "Hop the Fence’ (one of the 
safest tricks to practice when you're 
in a crowd and can’t risk more 
dangerous tricks such as “Around the 
World"), when a guy coming the other 
direction volunteered the following: 
"Aren't you a little old to be playing 
with a yo-yo?" 

[It-wasn’t until a couple days 
later that I came up with a funny 
come-back to that question. Next time 
it happens, I'll say, “I never grew 
up!” or “I’m not ready to grow up 
yet.’ (Peter Pan made a career out of 
this philosophy.) 

{He was gone before I could 
explain to him that I was using an 
"adult Yo-Yo" and practicing “Adult 
Tricks.” Actually, there are no such 
things {unless you consider the very 
expensive yo-yos to be “Adult Yo- 
Yos"). I use the same yo-yos kids 
use, and I practice the same tricks 
that kids play. The yo-yo is a 
family-values type of toy, which means 
it’s great for kids as well as adults. 

{Anyway, 1 finally came to the 
conclusion that anyone who put you or 
me down for playing with a “Kid’s Toy” 
is simply uncool. They are missing 
out on one of the most fun-filled 
hobbies that can be enjoyed by anyone, 
anywhere, any age, any sex, any color, 
any nationality, any religion, any 
nationality, any political persuasion. 

{The yo-yo is truly a universal 
toy for children of all ages. And if 


somebody gets all bent out of shape 
because he thinks I’m “too old” for 


it, that’s HIS problem, not mine! 
{So, yo for it and let the quips 
fall where they may.] 


Any Swedish Yoers? 


My Name is Eric Lindeen and I 
live in Sweden. I’m trying to find 
yoers here in Sweden. I would like to 
start a team or a club for all yoers 
{especially the serious ones). 

If you live in Sweden then please 
contact me directly at 
ericlindeen@hotmail.com 

The best way to become better at 
yoing is by meeting other yoers and, 
that is what I want to obtain out of 
making a team. 

I have good contacts here and 
some kind of sponsorship could be 
worked out for the team/club. 

The serious yoers are hard to 
find. Beginners on the other hand are 
easy to find but serious ones are 
scarce. 

We don’t have any national 
championships or any other big 
contests so the serious yoers here 
never get together. That is a pity 
because that would be lots of fun and 
the best way for me to find the 
seriaus yoers. 

The second best way for me to 
find serious yoers would be by 
following a pro touring here in 
Sweden. I have good contacts with the 
two largest importers here in Sweden 
(one represents Playmaxx and the other 
Yomega). 

The one in charge of Playmaxx has 
used Yo-Hans, an American pro from the 
Playmaxx Team to advertise the ProYo 
II. That tour was very successful and 
had Yo-Hans going through most of the 
major cities in Scandinavia in 
something like three weeks. 

The one in charge of Yomega had a 
German here for a few days, but that 
tour was not as successful, mostly due 
to the lack of advertisement. 

I will start helping him to 
promote the Yomega brand during the 
summer, but my skills can’t be 
compared to those of skills of yoers 
like Yo-Hans or Jennifer Baybrook. 

If they do bring any pros here, I 
will go along and act as a translator. 

If anyone knows of any pros that 


live in Europe or that are working 
here, I would tike to know, That could 


make it cheaper to bring them to 
Sweden. 

The price is the problem for the 
importers. 

Another way would of finding the yoers 
would be by putting an ad ina yo-yo 
magazine [or newsletter!] and see if 
anyone contacts me. 

T have put out messages several 
of the bigger yo-yo message boards, 
but none of these have produced 
results. 

Having my name/club name on club 
lists wouldn't hurt, and if someone 
would like to help me with this then I 
would really appreciate it. 

If you have any other ideas J 
would like to hear them, 

Yar snilla och her av er annars 
blir det aldrig nogot av jojon i 
Sverige. (That's Swedish for please 
contact me so that we can get the yo- 
yo to become something here in 
Sweden. ) 

Thanks and happy yoing, 
Eric Lindeen 
ericlindeen@hotmail.com 


Banned at School 


At my school they [the principal 
and teachers] ban everything--even 
yo-yos. 

I want them to hold a yo-yo 
competition. 

Can you help me? 

At the very least, we'd like to 
get them to un-ban the yo-yo! 

Gregory 

PNX4Jesus@aol.con 

[GREG -- Keep us posted as you go 
along, What you are trying to do 
would make a good story. Our advice 
is to (1) find a sympathetic teacher 
who can help you approach the 
principal, and (2) also help you start 
a yo-yo club. (3) Make every club 
member sign a pledge not to yo-yo 
except when and where it is allowed. 
{4} Enforce the pledge yourselves. 
{5) Prove by your example that yo- 
yoing develops character and good 
performance in school. (6) Put on a 
school-wide yo-yo contest. Your club 
can be the sponsor. (8) Challenge 
your principal to enter or to judge 
the contest. Invite him/her to join 
the club and teach him/her how to yo- 
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yo! We hope these ideas will help get 
you started. 


[You might also want to get in 
touch with the American Yo-Yo 
Association for ideas. You can reach 
them at ayya.pd.net.] 


School Likes Yo-Yos 


I am a teacher at Pinecrest 
Elementary School] in Lithia, Fla. I 
have been using the yo-yo as an 
incentive for students to attend 
school. 

Teaching ina rural school, we 
needed an incentive to help reach 
students who were absent more than 20 
days during the year and make them 
want to come to school. An incentive 
to receive a yo-yo has been offered if 
they can improve their attendance to 
less than 3 absences in a 9-week 
period. 

We have a yo-yo club that meets 
weekly. 

Unfortunately, the source we had 
for acquiring yo-yos has moved out of 
the area and the new address is 
unknown. We are looking for donations 
and demonstrators that will volunteer 
to help us promote attendance. 

We are also looking for a contact 
that will donate yo-yo’s or sell them 
for about $2,00 each. We have been 
using Yomega X-brains and Firestorms 
but we are not unwilling to switch. 

This program has increased many 
students’ attendance. It has provided 
our students with the opportunity to 
earn a yo-yo and to learn tricks, and 
it has helped students increase their 
self-esteen, 

The children look forward to the 
weekly class. 

The yo-yos we have will keep our 
group going until the fourth quarter 
(April), If you are aware of an 
organization, manufacturer, dealer, 
etc. who could help us acquire 
yo-yos for a nominal amount or give a 
donation or time, we would greatly 
appreciate the contact. 

Helping students learn and earn 
is important to us at Pinecrest. Your 
help would greatly be appreciated. 
Thank you. 

Jane Hertzberg 
Pinecrest Elementary 
Lithia, FL 
813-744-8164 


Daspeechlady@ao] .com 
{JANE -- That sounds like a terrific 


idea. Can any of our readers come to 
Pinecrest’s aid? Keep us posted.] 


Contest Questions 


Hif My name is Syahida. I’m 15 
years old and I’m from Ipoh, Perak, 
Malaysia. 

I’ve visited the ProYo website, 
and it’s really cool. My routine 
changed when I started playing yo-yo. 
I find that I can release tension and 
relax mentally when I yo-yo. I’ve 
also found that yo-yos can be part of 
future when I participate in the 
"ProYo Challenge” in Malaysia. 

I also met the World ProYo 
Champion, YoHans, in action. He’s 
great, and he’s very friendly. 

I want to take part in any yo-yo 
challenges in any other countries. Do 
you have a schedule? 

Syahida Zaidon 

193, KG-Tersusun Klebang Selatan 

BT 6, Jalan lpoh-Chemor 

31200, Ipoh, Perak 

Malaysia 

[SYAHIDA--Every issue of Yo-Yo Times 
contains a listing of upcoming yo-yo 
contests. But there are also other 
contests that were not known at the 
tine we went to press. The fastest 
way to find out about contests is to 
search the Web for “yo-yo contest.” 
It will direct you to listings of 
contests. Shortly we hope to have our 
own website up, and we will list as 
many upcoming contests as possible. 
Watch for www.yoyotimes.com, It 
should be on line shortly.] 


Yo-Yo Sumer Camp 


Do you have any information on a 
Yo-Yo Summer Canp? 
Robbio Meyer 
Goose Creek, SC 
Robbie2486@aol .com 
(ROBBIE -- Get in touch with Yonega 
(web site www. yomega.con, 508- 
672-7399) and ask them if they're 
planning to run another summer camp 
next summer. If any readers know of 
any other camps, please let us know. ] 


Bumble Bee Problems 


I’a a serious yo-yo player. I 


bought a Turbo Bumble Bee about two 
months ago. It’s been working fine 


until a couple days ago when it would 
no longer come back to my hand. 

I’ve got a Yonega Raider and 
several other yo-yos and they come up 
with no problem. 

Do I just need to change ay 
brakepads, or what? 

If you can tell me what’s wrong, I 
would really appreciate it. Thanks. 
Josh Leonard 
2733 Jael Rd. 

Carthage, NC 28327 

[JOSH: I'd have to examine the yo-yo 
to give you a definitive answer, but, 
yes, you are probably right about 
needing to replace the brake pads. 
You might also try changing the 
string. 

{We forwarded your letter to Tom 
Van Dan Elzen at Playmaxx, and he 
added: “If the bearing and brass 
backstops are installed properly 
(small section of the brass inside the 
bearing), the brake pads are worn and 
need to be replaced. *] 


More Problens 


I’ve had by Pro-yo GT Bumble Bee 
since June. Now the string slips off 
the bearing. Can you tell me what is 
wrong? After it started I put in some 
new parts, but it still doesn’t work. 
Please help. 

Elliott Oscar 

615 Ridge St. 

Reedsburg, WI 53959 

{ELLIOTT -- Check out the answer to 
Josh’s letter, above.] 


Where Do I Get It? 


I am looking for the Yomega 
Raider, with a roller-bearing axle. 
No one in this area sells it. Where 
can I get one? 
Marcus Levy 
Milwaukee, WI 
[MARCUS -- Several yo-yo stores sell 
over the internet, including Infinite 
Illusions, P.0. Box 2580, Tallahassee, 
FL 32316-2584, 904/385-6463, 800-Yo-Yo 
Guy; www. yo-yoguy.com, 
infinite@pd.net, and Yotopia, 634 Echo 
Lake Way, Santa Rosa, CA 95401, 
yotopia@yotopia.com. Or you can 
contact Yomega directly at Yomega 
Corp., P.0. Box 4146, Fall River, WA 
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02723, 508/672-7399, www.yomega.con. 


Looking for Yo-Yos 


I have been looking for two types 
of yo-yos--the Saber Fireball and the 
Power Spin. I am having a problem 
finding them. Should I look for them 
in a catalog or ina specialty toy 
store? 

Daniel Hill 

895 Horseshoe Dr. 

Erie, PA 16510 

814-825-1707 

[DANIEL -- By now you have probably 
found a source for these yo-yos. For 
future reference, if you have access 
to the internet, you can quickly find 
sources for them by plugging in the 
keywords "yo-yo" plus the specific 
names of the yo-yos. A great many on- 
line yo-yo stores should offer them. 
If you don’t have access to the web, 
stores that advertises in Yo-Yo Times 
include Infinite Illusions and 
Yotopia. 


Won't Return 


My name is Taylor. I have a 
Yonega Firestorm. It no longer 
returns like it used to when I call it 
back. 

I tried replacing the string, but 
that did not work. 

What am I doing wrong? 

Taylor D. Baldwin 

mistakewl@juno.com 

{TAYLOR -- A few possibilities: (1) 
Did you read the instructions that 
came with the yo-yo? (2) Did you 
double-loop or single-loop the string 
around the axle? Try both ways and 
see if that helps. (3) Make sure the 
string is not twisted too tightly 
around the axle, thus making it too 
thin to grab around the axle on the 
returns. (4) Did you use Yonega 
string? I hope these ideas help.] 


Around in Circles 


Just to say how nice it was to 
meet you in Chico. I did trade for 
quite a few yo-yos and had a real 
blast. I plan to return next year. 

I also bought a copy of your book 
at Bird in Hand and must say that I 
have thoroughly enjoyed reading it, 
especially the yo-yo anecdotes. Some 


YO EXCHANGE 


If you'd like to place a 
classified ad in this section, the 
cost for an ad is 10 cents per word, 
with a minimum charge of $2.50. Your 
ad will appear in the Yo Exchange 
section of the YoYoTimes web site, and 
will appear one time in the regular, 
paper edition. Yo-Yo Times assumes no 
responsibility or liabilities for any 
claims contained in any ad. 

Send your ad copy to Yo Exchange, 
Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, 
VA 20172. Or by e-mail] to 
YoYoTime@aol.com 


100-PC YOYO COLLECTION for sale as 
whole. Models from 1960-1998. No 
duplicates. Most very good condition, 
many in original packaging. No longer 
collecting. $325.00 includes 
shipping. E-mail to: 
winham@inst.augie.edu or phone me at 
805-331-4214, 

HUMMINGBIRD YOYOS for sale or trade. 
Contact Ted Rice, 203-255-1198. 

WANTED -- RECENT YO-YOs, preferably in 
package: YOMEGA Twin Trik, Brain 
Jewel, Fireball Jewel, Raider Jewel, 
Spinfinity, Executive; B.C. Apolio Pro 
and Rainbow each with logo in 
horizontal words across, Rainbow Round 
logo on Apollo colored wood; DUNCAN 
Hyperpro with skull and newer Hyperpro 
{both for Japan), Hypermidnight. Also 
want all CANADA GAMES Yo-Yos, FIESTA 
Sports series and other Fiesta Yo-Yos 
and some of the 

HUMMINGBIRDS. What do you have? Buy 
or trade. Dee D. Drell, 2015 Albert 
St., Alexandria, LA 71301-6310. E- 
mai] DDRELL@juno.com. Phone 318-445~- 
0127 home or 318-445-6471 office. 
GREAT YO-YO COLLECTIBLE! Color copy of 
1931 novelty song sheet music cover, 
“Oh! Ho! Yo-Yo! ("The New King of Play 
in Music Form") 8 1/2x11.” Ideal for 
framing! $15 postpaid. Also, yo-yos 
for trade. Bill Caswell, 1512 Cherokee 
Pl., Bartlesville, OK 74003, 918/336- 
5130. 

WANTED: DUNCAN AND ROYAL decal yo-yos, 
Flores and tin yo-yos, Cheeria and 
Goody jewels. Also, Goody Atomic and 
Comet Filipino Twirlers. Will buy or 
trade. Johnny Tillotson, 17530 Ventura 
Blvd., Suite 108, Encino, CA 91316, 
1-800-Yo-BUDDY. 


tn 


Yo-Yo Times 
is an independent newsletter, 
published quarterly by 
Creative Communications Inc. 
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tine tell me more about the 500 yo-yos 
you have. Probably all pristine, 


vintage Duncans, Royals and Goodys. 

Well, I have become one of those 
serious collectors! 1 had such a 
great time in Chico. Picked up some 
new yo-yos and traded for a few older 
ones. Been working to try and get all 
the older Yomegas, Hummingbirds, etc. 
while working my way back to the 
serious stuff--Duncans, etc. 

At any point if you would consider 
a want list of mine I would be happy 
to send to you for the possibility of 
a trade, sale or whatever. 

You are absolutely right about the 
pystique of the toy. I bought the book 
on the state of YO and it also 
describes the human fascination with 
things that spin. Must be some 
primordial instinct because of the 
nature of the universe and all in it 
that spins. WO¥! 

Dee Drell 

DDrellégoldlawfirm.com 

Alexandria, LA 

[DEE -- Actually, I have no idea of 
how many yo-yos I have. It’s probably 
more like 1000. I’m not really a 
collector, but every time a 
manufacturer withdraws a model, I put 
aside any of that model I may have. I 
have maybe 200 Hummingbirds, 30 Yonega 
Qutrageous’s, 200-300 Playmaxx one 
piece Pro-Yos and about the same 
number of ProYo I’s, plus I don’t know 
how many other even older yo-yos. I 
just can't turned on by “collecting” 
even though I do like to visit 
exhibits of old yo-yos. If it comes 
tome, I'1] keep it, but I don’t go 
looking. I'd rather play with a new 
one! 

[Someday somebody is going to have 
fun sorting my collection. J’d prefer 
it go to a yo-yo museum rather than 
simply be sold, unless J know it was 
being sold to a serious yo-yo-loving 
collector and not someone just looking 
for a quick profit. I have nothing 
against the profit motive, but sonehow 
I like to think that yo-yo collectors 
are inspired to collect by their love 
of the sport. It’s only the greatest 
toy of al] time. -- $.C.] 


Do I Need a Sponsor? 


I am 13 years old, and I started 
yo-yoing about 3 to 4 months ago. 1 


am a quick learner and already know 
how to perfors "Rock the Baby (at 


least 5 times), “Around the World® 4 
to 6 tines, “Eiffel Tower” and ‘Wini- 
Eiffel Tower," "Run and Walk the Dog," 
"Confederate Flag," “Confederate Flag 
times Four,” "Elevator," “Rocket,” 
“Creeper, “Flower Child,” “Joint 
Custody," "The Whale,” “Lassie Come 
Home,” "Four-Sided Pyramid," "Three- 
Sided Pyramid,” "Eat the Pizza,” “Rock 
the Baby on the Elevator,” “Rock the 
Baby Between Your Legs,” “Dragster,” 
“Run-Away Dog,” "Black Hole,” “Texas 
star’ and “Spell YO." 

What I wanted to know is what else 
do I need to know before I start 
looking for a sponsor and start 
entering contests? 

Stan 

Williamsburg, KY 

janiel@jellico.com 

[STAN: Sounds like you're well on 
your way to competing. I don’t know 
much about finding a sponsor. Ask 
around, You can find a list of yo-yo 
contests on our web page, 
YoYoTimes.Com. --§.C.] 


NEW PRODUCTS 
Sample Yoyostrap 


If you would like a free sample 
of Yoyostrap send me a self-addressed 
stamped envelope. Indicate if you want 
adult size or kid size. Eliminate 
Slip-knot fumble and yo-yo string 
irritation from your bag of tricks. 
Send to Ray Forbes P.0. Box 18177 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15236. Website: 
www. tdsyoyostuff.com 


Improved SuperSling 


William Higgins of Yo Corp. Inc. 
announces that he has improved the 
SuperSling, a special device that goes 
on the yo-yo string and reduces wear 
and tear on the yo-yo player’s finger. 
"It’s a new design,” Bill said. “One 
size fits all. You can do 1,000 loops 
and your finger will feel as good as 
when you started." SRP, $4.39, sold 
in stores at prices ranging from $4.29 
to $4.99, he said. 1172 Eastwood 
Ave., Cleveland, OH 44124, 216-496- 
2261, William@SuperSling. com: 
supers] ing.con 
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Promotional Contest 


We're toying with the idea of 
designing a new Yo-Yo Times T-shirt 
and offering it to people who 
subscribe to our on-line newsletter. 
If you have graphics know-how, feel 
free to submit your design and 
thoughts. We'll look them over and 
see if anything works. If you submit 
an idea and we pick it, naturally, 
we'll send you a free shirt! Watch 
for more details later. 


New Collectors’ Club 


Richard Williams 
(rfwillians@uswest.net) extends an 
invitation to all collectors to join 
yoyocol lector-req-s4c8@egroups .com 

"By joining this group, you can 
share information, store photographs 
and files, coordinate events and 
more,’ he said. 


HOW 10 SUBSCRIBE/RENEW 


To subscribe or renew, we recommend 
that you do not cut your newsletter. 
Instead, photocopy this coupon, or 
simply copy the information below on a 
sheet of paper, and send it along with 
your payment. If this is a renewal, 
PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR ACCOUNT NUMBER 
(which appears above your name on the 
mailing label). Also, put this account 
number on your check. 


[ ] NEW SUBSCRIPTION [ ] RENEWAL 
(account no. ae _) 


~[ ) 1 year $12 (4 ISSUES) 


[ ] 2 years $18 (8 ISSUES) 

Please include your mailing label and 
indicate new information or changes 
here: 


NAME 


ADDRESS. 


CITY STATE ZIP 
PHONE 
E-MAIL ADDRESS 


SEND TO: Yo-Yo Times newsletter 


P.O. Box 1519 
Herndon, VA 20172 


